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modern science and technology live and move. Remnants of
it are still afloat in the atmosphere of the German scholarly
world, and it is even true that, under the shadow of
the feudalising Prussian State, well-intended endeavors,
whether well advised or not, have also latterly been made m
to rehabilitate it1 But this is to be taken as indicating the
degree of reversion embodied in the Imperial policies and
the degree of revulsion induced by the discipline of life
under its institutional scheme, rather than as evidence of
the viability of this philosophical scheme under modern con-
ditions of life, properly speaking. Similar anachronistic
remnants of the ancient regime are, of course, also to be
met with in some degree of vigor elsewhere, and a corre-
spondingly atavistic revulsion of taste in philosophical specu-
lations is also to be found elsewhere; although, apart from
the frankly mediaeval aspirations of the theologically-
*Such will have to be the appraisal of the move toward vitalism and
neo-Kantianism in latterday German speculations, as well as of the
"return to Goethe** that has been spoken for with so much feeling. This
endeavor to turn back may perhaps best be taken as a mere movement of
revulsion, but it may also be taken as evidence of the efficacy of that dis-
cipline in personal valuation and of discrimination in degrees of occult
virtues and potencies, which the coercive personal rule, and its govern-
ment by personnel, constantly exerts. Cf., e.g., Henri Lichtenberger, Ger-
many and Its Evolution in Modem Timtsy bk. iiL ch. v.j Aliotta, The
Idealistic Reaction against Science, perhaps especially part i. sec. i. ch.
ii0 sec. iL ch. if. and iii., and "Conclusion."
Any attentive observer will remark a characteristic divergence be-
tween the Anglo-American speculations in this connection and the Ger-
man 5 where the former prevailingly resort to quasi-subjective concep-
tions, of the nature of Pragmatism, the latter are inclined to take refuge
in mystical notions of a super-subjective or preternatural vitalism, a
transcendent Sollen and an Ueber-lch.